
 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION 

BUSINESS AND FACILITIES STANDING COMMITTEE 

PUBLIC SESSION 

MEETING AGENDA – Wednesday, December 4, 2019 

PUBLIC SESSION will commence at 6 p.m. – ROY EDWARDS ROOM 
Followed immediately by CLOSED SESSION 

PUBLIC SESSION will resume following CLOSED SESSION 
 

 
1. Land Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory 
2. Approval of Agenda 
3. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest  
4. Election of Chairperson 
5. Election of Vice-chairperson 

Closed Session 

1. Property Matters  

Presentations/Delegations - Nil 

Items for Decision - Nil 

Items for Information 

1.  Transportation 2018-2019 Year in Review and Charter Service Update (BF-I-1)  Superintendent Paul 
2.  Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) Drinking Water  (BF-I-2)  Superintendent Jeffs 

 Quality Procedures  

Correspondence - Nil 

Other Matters 

Notices of Motion for Next Meeting 

Adjournment 

DISTRIBUTION 
Trustees 
Superintendents 

 
NOTICE:  Public Standing Committee meetings are video-recorded and made available for public viewing. 
 



REPORT NO.  BF-I-1 
          DECEMBER 4, 2019  

 

TO: The Chairperson and Members of the 
 Business and Facilities Standing Committee 

FROM: Superintendent of Education 

SUBJECT: TRANSPORTATION 2018-2019 YEAR IN REVIEW AND  
 CHARTER SERVICE UPDATE                                                                     

1. Background 

The Simcoe County Student Transportation Consortium (SCSTC) provides transportation to 
and from school for over 35,000 students in the Simcoe County District School Board 
(SCDSB) and the Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board (SMCDSB). In September 
2019, the SCSTC added the provision of charter bus service.  

2. Current Status 

The SCSTC Strategic Plan references three main goals:  
i. student safety; 
ii. customer service; and, 
iii. a sustainable service model. 

Student safety continues to be a focus with the First Rider Program, bus evacuation training 
and in-class safety training.  

With the provision of charter bus service, the SCSTC has provided increased customer 
service by improving access to charter bus service, filling 100 percent of the charter requests 
that were made in the months of September and October. The charter bus service provides 
schools with buses for field trips and athletics.  

In order to support the sustainable service model, staff at the SCSTC have been working 
with school staff to monitor costs related to special education and mid-day transportation.  

3. Report Status 

This report is provided for information. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Douglas Paul 
Superintendent of Education 

 

 

December 4, 2019 
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          DECEMBER 4, 2019 
 
 
TO:  The Chairperson and Members of the 
  Business and Facilities Standing Committee 
  
FROM: Superintendent of Business and Facility Services   
 
SUBJECT: SIMCOE COUNTY DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD (SCDSB) DRINKING WATER 

QUALITY PROCEDURES                                                                                      
        
1. Background 

 
The Ontario Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) and its associated regulations set the 
requirements to protect drinking water consumers in Ontario. The SDWA’s protection 
framework includes drinking water quality standards; requirements for effective treatment, 
sampling and testing of drinking water; reporting of and acting on adverse test results; 
licensing requirements for water testing laboratories; and, training and certification of 
drinking water systems operators. 

Under the SDWA, the owner of a drinking water system has an obligation to ensure that 
drinking water meets the required water quality standard, and where the water does not 
meet the standard, the medical officer of health is to be contacted and appropriate 
corrective action taken as directed by the medical officer of health. 

2. Current Status 
 
The SCDSB owns and operates drinking water systems supplied by on-site private wells 
at 13 of its schools, attached as APPENDIX A. These “small non-municipal non-
residential, serving designated facility” systems, fall under the Drinking Water Systems 
Regulation (O. Reg. 170/03). As the owner/operator of these drinking water systems, the 
SCDSB is responsible for the sampling and testing of the drinking water for prescribed 
microbiological and chemical parameters, and the installation and operation of treatment 
equipment to ensure that drinking water quality standards are met.  

Drinking water at all other SCDSB facilities is supplied by municipal drinking water 
systems. The municipalities who own and operate these drinking water systems are 
responsible for achieving the water quality standards and associated SDWA requirements 
at these facilities. 

The sampling and testing of drinking water for lead, under Ontario Regulation 243/07, 
applies to all schools whether supplied by on-site private wells or municipal drinking water 
systems, and is the responsibility of the SCDSB at all of our facilities. 

3. Drinking Water Quality Procedures 
 
To ensure that drinking water at schools meets the required quality standard, SCDSB has 
the following drinking water quality procedures in place: 
 
(a) Operation and Maintenance of Water Treatment Equipment (O.Reg. 170 Schools) 

 
Schools supplied by on-site wells, as noted in APPENDIX A, each have a self-
contained drinking water system that consists of a well, well pump, cistern, filtration 
system, ultraviolet light sterilizer (primary disinfection), chlorination system 
(secondary disinfection), along with associated pumps, balancing devices, valves, 
switches, meters and gauges.  
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Sensors continuously monitor turbidity, free chlorine, pH, temperature and flow. A 
computerized control system (SCADA) gathers and analyzes system performance 
data and provides remote access for monitoring and adjustment of system 
parameters by SCDSB staff.   

  
The following maintenance/operating procedures are followed at these schools: 

 
(i) Daily - a report of water quality parameters (UV, chlorine, turbidity, pH, 

temperature) is generated by the SCADA system for SCDSB staff review. 
A copy is filed centrally for each school and is also available at the school 
for inspection if requested. The SCADA system also has a remote real time 
alarm feature to notify SCDSB staff 24/7 if any of the water quality 
parameters are out of range. 

(ii) Weekly - a preventative maintenance (PM) inspection on the water 
treatment equipment (filters, chlorine distribution system, UV system, 
alarms, sensors) is conducted by SCDSB maintenance staff. A checklist of 
inspection results is logged and maintained. Follow-up service work arising 
from the PM inspections is completed as required.  

(iii) Annually - water treatment equipment is tested, serviced and calibrated. 
Wells are drained, flushed, filled and shocked. Well pumps are inspected 
and serviced.  

 
(b) Sampling and Testing of Drinking Water (O. Reg. 170 Schools) 

 
Monthly water samples are collected and submitted for microbiological testing  
(e.coli, total coliforms and heterotrophic plate count/HPC) to a Ministry of 
Environment accredited lab. Test results are filed at the school and board office. 

 
Quarterly water samples are collected and submitted for nitrates, nitrites, 
trihalomethane (THM) and haloacetic acids. Test results are filed at the school and 
board office. 

 
Every five years, water samples are collected and submitted to a Ministry of 
Environment accredited laboratory for inorganic and organic chemical parameters, 
as per Schedule 23 and 24 of O. Reg. 170/03, attached as APPENDIX B. 

 
An engineering evaluation report is prepared annually by a consultant and 
submitted to the Ministry of Environment. The report verifies compliance with the 
provisions of O. Reg. 170/03, including drinking water system equipment 
functionality and performance, sampling and testing results, maintenance and 
operational checks. 
 

(c) Reporting of Adverse Test Results (O.Reg. 170 Schools) 
 
Where contaminants in drinking water do not meet the drinking water quality 
standards, The SDWA imposes a duty to report adverse test results to the Ministry 
of Environment and to the local Medical Officer of Health. Both the drinking water 
system owner/operator and laboratory must comply with this reporting 
requirement. The report must be made immediately by telephone, and confirmed 
in writing within 24 hours. 
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Where adverse test results are reportable, the owner of the drinking water system 
must undertake the appropriate corrective action, as determined by the Ministry or 
Medical Officer of Health, to address the particular drinking water problem. 

 
(d) Licensing Requirements for Water Testing Laboratories 

 
The SDWA requires laboratories that conduct drinking water tests to be licensed 
with the Ministry of Environment. In addition, the SDWA requires owners of 
drinking water systems to use only licensed laboratories for drinking water testing. 

   
The SCDSB currently uses Caduceon Environmental Laboratories for lead testing 
and Aquatic and Environmental Laboratory for microbiological and chemical 
testing. Both are accredited/licensed by the Ministry of Environment. 

 
(e) Training and Certification of Drinking Water Systems Operators 

 
Under the SDWA, an operator of a drinking water system must be certified for the 
appropriate drinking water system as per the provisions of the Act. A "trained 
person" is the required certification for a “small non-municipal non-residential 
system, serving a designated facility” (schools and childcare facilities) under 
O. Reg. 170/03.  
 
A “trained person” is an individual who has successfully completed the "Operation 
of Small Drinking Water Systems" course through the Walkerton Clean Water 
Centre, or other approved training in the preceding 36 months. SCDSB water 
technicians as well as supervisory and management staff responsible for drinking 
water systems, have successfully completed this training and keep their 
certification current. 
 

(f) Lead in Drinking Water (O. Reg 243/07) 
 
Since 2007, the Ontario government has required schools and child care centers 
to flush the plumbing in their facilities and to test their drinking water for lead. New 
amendments to Ontario Regulation 243/07, which include updates to testing and 
flushing requirements for drinking water systems, became effective on July 1, 
2017. The SCDSB has sampled and tested drinking water for lead content, flushed 
the plumbing piping, maintained logs and reported drinking water test results to the 
Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change (MOECC) since 2007 when O. 
Reg. 243/07 was first enacted. 
 
Under the amended regulation, every drinking water fixture at all schools has been 
sampled and tested over the past three years to help ensure that lead 
concentrations are maintained within acceptable drinking water quality standards. 
Under the original regulation, annual testing for lead was required at a single 
location only in each school. Drinking water fixtures are considered all drinking 
water fountains and any taps that normally provide drinking water to children or 
are used in the preparation of food or drink for children. Sampling of non-drinking 
water taps is not required under the regulation. 
 
Lead concentration in our drinking water is controlled through the use of flushing. 
The frequency of required flushing may be daily or weekly depending on the age  
of the building and history of test results in a particular building. 
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4. Report Status 

 
This report is provided for information. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Brian Jeffs 
Superintendent of Business and Facility Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 4, 2019 
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SCDSB SCHOOLS WITH ON-SITE PRIVATE WELLS 
 
Adjala Central PS 
 
Cookstown Central PS 
 
East Oro PS 
 
Guthrie PS 
 
Hon. Earl Rowe PS 
 
Innisfil Central PS 
 
Killarney Beach PS 
 
Marchmont PS 
 
Rama Central PS 
 
Tecumseth South Central PS 
 
Tosorontio Central PS 
 
Uptergrove PS 
 
W.R. Best Memorial PS 
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CHEMICAL PARAMETERS AS PER SCHEDULE 23/24 O.REG. 170/03 
 
INORGANIC PARAMETERS 
 
Item Parameter 
1. Antimony 
2. Arsenic 
3. Barium 
4. Boron 
5. Cadmium 
6. Chromium 
7. Mercury 
8. Selenium 
9. Uranium 
 
 
ORGANIC PARAMETERS 
 
Item Parameter 
1. Alachlor 
2. Atrazine + N-dealkylated metabolites 
3. Azinphos-methyl 
4. Benzene 
5. Benzo(a)pyrene 
6. Bromoxynil 
7. Carbaryl 
8. Carbofuran 
9. Carbon Tetrachloride 
10. Chlorpyrifos 
11. Diazinon 
12. Dicamba 
13. 1,2-Dichlorobenzene 
14. 1,4-Dichlorobenzene 
15. 1,2-Dichloroethane 
16. 1,1-Dichloroethylene (vinylidene chloride) 
17. Dichloromethane 
18. 2,4-Dichlorophenol 
19. 2,4-Dichlorophenoxy acetic acid (2,4-D) 
20. Diclofop-methyl 
21. Dimethoate 
22. Diquat 
23. Diuron 
24. Glyphosate 
25. Malathion 
26. 2-Methyl-4-chlorophenoxyacetic acid 
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27. Metolachlor  
28. Metribuzin 
29. Monochlorobenzene 
30. Paraquat 
31. Pentachlorophenol 
32. Phorate 
33. Picloram 
34. Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCB) 
35. Prometryne 
36. Simazine 
37. Terbufos 
38. Tetrachloroethylene (perchloroethylene) 
39. 2,3,4,6-Tetrachlorophenol 
40. Triallate 
41. Trichloroethylene 
42. 2,4,6-Trichlorophenol 
43. Trifluralin 
44. Vinyl Chloride 
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